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course, such a history has its moral. But the moral
is not the ordinary vulgar one of the history of a
religious change. It is not the supplement or disguise
of a polemical argument. It is the deep want and
necessity in our age of the Church, even to the most
intensely religious and devoted minds, of a sound and
secure intellectual basis for the faith which they value
more than life and all things. We hope that we are
strong enough to afford to judge fairly of such a
spectacle, and to lay to heart its warnings, even
though the particular results seem to go against what
we think most right. It is a mortification and a trial
to the English Church to have seen her finest mind
carried away and lost to her, but it is a mortification
which more confident and peremptory systems than
hers have had to undergo; the parting was not
without its compensations if only that it brought
home so keenly to many the awfulness and the
seriousness of truth; and surely never did any man
break so utterly with a Church, who left so many
sympathies behind him and took so many with him,
who continued to feel so kindly and with such large-
hearted justice to those from whom his changed posi-
tion separated him in this world for ever.

The Apologia is the history of a great battle against
Liberalism, understanding by Liberalism the tenden-
cies of modern thought to destroy the basis of re-
vealed religion, and ultimately of all that can be
called religion at all. The question which he pro-
fessedly addresses himself to set at rest, that of his